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It  was  at  this  moment when the  reputation   of the

French had reached the highest point, that the death of

Nizam-ul-Mulk gave the fullest scope to the aspiring mind

of  Dupleix     Nizam-ul-Mulk   left   six   sons,   Ghaziuddin,

Nasir Jang, Salabat Jang, Nizam Ali, Mahomed Sharif, and

Mir Moghul.    Nasir Jang was at Aurangabad.   In 1741 he

had rebelled and his angered father did not wish him to

succeed to the crown of the Deccan. . The Nizam's favourite

was Muzaffir Jang, a daughter's son, and before his death

the old statesman had obtained from the emperor a decree,

appointing Muzaffir Jang  as his   successor.    But  when

Nizam-ul-Mulk was dead, Nasir Jang defied the imperial

mandate.   Seizing his father's treasures, he won over the

army  and  the   leading  nobles   and   proclaimed  himself

subhedar or viceroy of the Deccan.   Muzaffir Jang went

1 to Satara to invite King Shahu's assistance.    There he met

\ Chanda Sahib, who, ever since the fall of Trichinopoli had

\been held by the Marathas to a ransom far beyond his

means.   The prisoner and the exile made common cause

and agreed to offer King Shahu great concessions in the

south,  if he would make Chanda Sahib Nawab  of  the

Oarnatic and Muzaffir Jang, viceroy of the Deccan.   Before,

however,   they  made   definite  proposals   to   the   Satara

government,  Chanda   Sahib  -asked  for  time   to  consult

Dupleix,   The latter on receiving the captive's letter, wrote

back that if the two princes would but trust to him rather

than Shahu, he would support  them   and pay  Chanda

Sahib's ransom.   The two princes readily consented, for

neither desired save in  the last extremity the help of

Raghuji Bhosle.    Dupleix at  once paid to King Shahu

Chanda Sahib's ransom of seven lakhs of rupees; and while

Chanda Sahib was returning to his home, Dupleix made

every preparation  to keep his part of the three-sided

compact.   In July, 1749, Chanda Sahib and Muzaffir Jang

with some thirty-six thousand men and  a small French

contingent under M. d'Auteuil met the army of Anvar-ud-

din at the Damalcherry pass where Raghuji Bhosle had